
[bookmark: _yztmh0fux84d]🚌 Trip Planning Guide: “1838 Black Metropolis Walking Tours”
[bookmark: _kdii4qd4q0nh]Philly 250 | March 2026 

Overview
Event: 1838 Black Metropolis Walking Tours
Location: Start and End at Visitors Center @ Independence Hall Visitor Center 599 Market St, Philadelphia, PA 19106
Audience: Middle School Students  and High School Students
Duration: 2 hours 

	[bookmark: _xl4miet1d1qq]✅ Pre-Trip Checklist

	2 Weeks Before:
	· Confirm your trip date/time via the confirmation email from Lrobinson4@philasd.org. 
· Coordinate transportation with school operations
· Send field trip permission slips to families
· Review student accommodations (SPED, ELL, medical needs)
· ☐ Permission slips sent home (Date: ____________)
· 1838 Permission Slip & Media Release
· SDP Media Release Form 
 ☐ Permission slips returned (Due by: ____________)
 ☐ Student accommodations reviewed
 ☐ Emergency forms prepared
 ☐ Student expectations reviewed
 ☐ Name tags/lunch/snacks packed (if applicable)
· Chaperone Trip Folder/Clipboard

	1 Week Before:
	Classroom “Deep Dives” 
Before we lace up our walking shoes, we are going to spend our next few lessons uncovering the (In)Visible Architects of Freedom. As we approach the 250th anniversary of the United States, your job as students is to make the invisible, visible. By the end of this trip, you won't just see old buildings; you will see the fingerprints of the Black Philadelphians who designed the very idea of American freedom.
· First, introduce 1838 Black Metropolis to students by showing Introduction to the 1838 Black Metropolis video to your class (Estimated 8 minutes) 
· Discuss why this history of Black Philadelphians’ matter in the context of America 250 (In)Visible Architects of Freedom theme
· Teach one of the following Pre-Lessons found on this webpage. 
· Ona Judge
· James Forten
· Euphemia Williams
· Dinah Nevil
· Frank Johnson
· Sarah Ash and Rachel Myers
· William Still and Benezet Hall
· The Gibbs Brothers 

	2 Days Before:

	· Remind students of behavior expectations (Departure, Travel,At Trip, Transition Back to School)
· Pack materials: name tags, lunch/snacks (if applicable), emergency forms, etc.

	Day of Trip 
	Once we have the historical context, we are taking our learning outside! Our walking tour will turn the city into a living classroom. We will visit the actual sites where these "(In)visible Architects" lived and worked:
· Mother Bethel AME Church: Standing on the oldest parcel of land continuously owned by African Americans in the U.S.
· The Seventh Ward: Walking the streets where a thriving community of doctors, artists, and activists built a "city within a city."
· The President’s House Site: Discussing the enslaved people, like Ona Judge,who sought freedom in the very shadow of the Executive Mansion.
· Congo Square (Washington Square): Reflecting on the sacred ground where early Black Philadelphians gathered, celebrated, and mourned.

	[bookmark: _ku7i559c445] After the Trip:

	Reflect as a class: 
1. What did we learn? What surprised us?
2. While the Declaration of Independence was being signed in Philadelphia, many Black Philadelphians were fighting for their own literal freedom. How do these two different "versions" of freedom help us understand the full history of the United States?
3. Compare the "visible" founders (like Ben Franklin or Thomas Jefferson) with "invisible" founders (like Richard Allen or Ona Judge). How did their different roles in Philadelphia shape the city we see today?
4. Why is it important to study the history of Mother Bethel AME Church or the Pennsylvania Abolition Society when discussing the 250th anniversary of the U.S.?


[bookmark: _qpdec0pu7a6m]


















[bookmark: _dzpxga5kuumv]🚌 “1838 Black Metropolis Walking Tours” Trip Planning Template
[bookmark: _1x9pw7rc9h9r]Philly 250 | March 2026 
Trip Date & Time: March 3, 2026
 Departure Time from School: 9:30 am
 Return Time: 1:00 pm
 Confirmed with School Operations? ☐ Yes ☐ No
 Number of Students Attending: 40
 Number of Chaperones: Four
	[bookmark: _2kv7osj5ez7x]🚌 “1838 Black Metropolis Walking Tours Planning Template”
[bookmark: _82f4hoju2u97] Trip Showflow 
[bookmark: _swrvp9jdxlz3] For Mastbaum High School

	[bookmark: _2kv7osj5ez7x]Schedule for Day 

	[bookmark: _jeuqzo5mxue2]Meet Ms. Walker at the auditorium at 9:00 am.
[bookmark: _vwzxksfwtsrp]
[bookmark: _blql4b1qy94u]9:30am-10:00am-    Depart Mastbaum
[bookmark: _oypzg14teb7y]10:00am- 10:30am- Arrive at Independence Hall Visitor Center (bathroom break)
[bookmark: _pwjpvj5e8n5g]10:30am- 12:00pm- Black Metropolis 101 Walking Tour
[bookmark: _gpqyrb9fkkm6]12:00pm-12:30pm-  Lunch (picnic and bathroom break)
[bookmark: _8208limwqpgt]12:30pm- 1:00pm-   Leave Independence Hall Visitor Center, return to Mastbaum
[bookmark: _wx5vhd9br97i]

	[bookmark: _y129wjqb069w]Notes for Chaperones

	· [bookmark: _6gsk1jp614uh]Please make sure the students stay with the whole group as we complete the Black Metropolis 101 Walking Tour

	Group 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Chaperones 
(First and Last Name of Each adult)
	Kim Walker/Ms. Ahmad
	Lashaunda
	Ms. Simpkins 

	Shaquita Smith

	Akane Washington

	Chaperone Contact Info
	
	
	
	
	

	Students
	Student List 3.3.26 experience 

	Bus #
	
	
	
	
	

	Group Schedule
 (If Applicable)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A

	Chaperone Tool Kit
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A




[bookmark: _1dpiwuaixi7g]🚌 Trip Planning Guide: “1838 Black Metropolis Walking Tours”
[bookmark: _d1zoi6z48omb]Philly 250 | March 2026 

Overview
Event: 1838 Black Metropolis Walking Tours
Location: Start and End at Visitors Center @ Independence Hall Visitor Center 599 Market St, Philadelphia, PA 19106
Audience: Middle School Students  and High School Students
Duration: 2 hours 

	[bookmark: _faa3epybjln8]✅ Pre-Trip Checklist

	2 Weeks Before:
	· Confirm your trip date/time via the confirmation email from Lrobinson4@philasd.org. 
· Coordinate transportation with school operations
· Send field trip permission slips to families
· Review student accommodations (SPED, ELL, medical needs)
· ☐ Permission slips sent home (Date: ____________)
· 1838 Permission Slip & Media Release
· SDP Media Release Form 
 ☐ Permission slips returned (Due by: ____________)
 ☐ Student accommodations reviewed
 ☐ Emergency forms prepared
 ☐ Student expectations reviewed
 ☐ Name tags/lunch/snacks packed (if applicable)
· Chaperone Trip Folder/Clipboard

	1 Week Before:
	Classroom “Deep Dives” 
Before we lace up our walking shoes, we are going to spend our next few lessons uncovering the (In)Visible Architects of Freedom. As we approach the 250th anniversary of the United States, your job as students is to make the invisible, visible. By the end of this trip, you won't just see old buildings; you will see the fingerprints of the Black Philadelphians who designed the very idea of American freedom.
· First, introduce 1838 Black Metropolis to students by showing Introduction to the 1838 Black Metropolis video to your class (Estimated 8 minutes) 
· Discuss why this history of Black Philadelphians’ matter in the context of America 250 (In)Visible Architects of Freedom theme
· Teach one of the following Pre-Lessons found on this webpage. 
1. Ona Judge
2. James Forten
3. Euphemia Williams
4. Dinah Nevil
5. Frank Johnson
6. Sarah Ash and Rachel Myers
7. William Still and Benezet Hall
8. The Gibbs Brothers 

	2 Days Before:

	· Remind students of behavior expectations (Departure, Travel,At Trip, Transition Back to School)
· Pack materials: name tags, lunch/snacks (if applicable), emergency forms, etc.

	Day of Trip 
	Once we have the historical context, we are taking our learning outside! Our walking tour will turn the city into a living classroom. We will visit the actual sites where these "(In)visible Architects" lived and worked:
· Mother Bethel AME Church: Standing on the oldest parcel of land continuously owned by African Americans in the U.S.
· The Seventh Ward: Walking the streets where a thriving community of doctors, artists, and activists built a "city within a city."
· The President’s House Site: Discussing the enslaved people, like Ona Judge,who sought freedom in the very shadow of the Executive Mansion.
· Congo Square (Washington Square): Reflecting on the sacred ground where early Black Philadelphians gathered, celebrated, and mourned.

	[bookmark: _gmx5scvfj6bx] After the Trip:

	Reflect as a class: 
1. What did we learn? What surprised us?
2. While the Declaration of Independence was being signed in Philadelphia, many Black Philadelphians were fighting for their own literal freedom. How do these two different "versions" of freedom help us understand the full history of the United States?
3. Compare the "visible" founders (like Ben Franklin or Thomas Jefferson) with "invisible" founders (like Richard Allen or Ona Judge). How did their different roles in Philadelphia shape the city we see today?
4. Why is it important to study the history of Mother Bethel AME Church or the Pennsylvania Abolition Society when discussing the 250th anniversary of the U.S.?


[bookmark: _zhkduq6z2si]


















[bookmark: _tc2ou54pi0bv]🚌 “1838 Black Metropolis Walking Tours” Trip Planning Template
[bookmark: _2aq81j2nsadk]Philly 250 | March 2026 
Trip Date & Time: ____________________________________
 Departure Time from School: __________________________
 Return Time: __________________________
 Confirmed with School Operations? ☐ Yes ☐ No
 Number of Students Attending: ___________
 Number of Chaperones: ___________
	[bookmark: _2kv7osj5ez7x]🚌 “1838 Black Metropolis Walking Tours Planning Template”
[bookmark: _ail81xkk3lcn] Trip Showflow 
[bookmark: _ackl2vd0mdcq] for _____(Name of School)

	[bookmark: _43jlilcu0lbi]Schedule for Day 

	[bookmark: _2kv7osj5ez7x]Example of Schedule: 
[bookmark: _5ozdrqalbkxs]8:00-8:30 am Arrival/Breakfast @ School
[bookmark: _ugug8xumfq6l]8:30-8:45 am Review Trip Expectations
[bookmark: _uxl6u071389z]8:45-9:15 am Bathroom Break/Pack Up 
[bookmark: _aom5qhrkp6od]9:15-9:30 am Load Buses 
[bookmark: _263haec8s7d5]9:30-10:00 Travel to Independence Hall Visitors’ Center 
[bookmark: _bd9bbsfpdv6t]10:00-12:00 1838 Black Metropolis Walking Tour 
[bookmark: _psdgvaty0hnf]11:30-12:00 Lunch 
[bookmark: _m3oqudr9qbm0]12:00-12:20 Bathroom Break 
[bookmark: _jeuqzo5mxue2]12:20 Load Buses and travel back to school 
[bookmark: _wx5vhd9br97i]

	[bookmark: _smr8k9s2ljnx]Notes for Chaperones

	[bookmark: _2kv7osj5ez7x]Notes, reminders, etc.
[bookmark: _6gsk1jp614uh]10 students per 1 chaperone

	Group 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Chaperones 
(First and Last Name of Each adult)
	Example: Lashaunda Robinson 
	
	
	
	

	Chaperone Contact Info
	Ms.Robinson
215-555-555
	
	
	
	

	Students
	Tiara 
Mark
Carolina
Nasir
Sue
	
	
	
	

	Bus #
	Bus # 
	
	
	
	

	Group Schedule
 (If Applicable)
	See Above
	
	
	
	

	Chaperone Tool Kit
	- Copy of the showflow
- Copies of Permission slips of students in group
- Emergency Forms
- Name Tags
-Lunch/snacks for group
-Mini-First Aid
	
	
	
	




